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EDITOR 


According to latest reports the season is 
going to be patchy—some districts very good, 
others ошу poor We in the North Island 
do not appear to be in for an average crop, 
particularly those in districts where the season 
the before Christmas, as up to that time 

à 


weather ha been so unfavourable that 

bees could not got out, and even on fine 
days the nights were so cold that the secretion. 
‘of nectar. was negligible. 


Our Canterbury friends are img one ol 
the best, at which we are very pleased, as 


we know one or two real good men who have 
been living chiefly on enthusiasm for three 
ог four seasons 

It is, of course, particularly annoying to 
find your scale hive standing still day after 
day, when prices are soaring motor car-wards, 
and one ton this season worth four times 
pre-war prices. 


‘There is the consolation that those who get 
small crops will secure a return that will 
represent an average crop at normal prices. 


We stated last month that when you raised 


the question of inspection of districts you 
pony knew where it would end, and ав we 
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complaint made 
have to spoil 
y giving the 


lated that, we brought every 

to us public, wo are sorry to 

friend Westbrooke's record Б 

following. 

25—Yon might get 
foul brood 


Taumarunui, Decembe 
the inspector to pay a visit here; 
is rampant, 


we have had 


Phi he first complaint 
This is the T м 


from Westbrooke's district, am 
lim to see to it. 


тһе Field Day of the Auckland Provincial 
Branch wil be held at the State Apiary at 
Ruakura on Wednesday, February 12, not 
the first Wednesday, as published in he 
November issue. Owing to the Government 
bung hard mp, there will be no refreshments 
this year. Ali visitors will be expected to 
bring their own food for the day. Tea will 
bo supplied fre. 


We wonder how much it would cost the 
Department to give a little light refreshment 
to the visitors; surely not enough to make 
any appreciable difference to the annual сх 
peüses of the State Farm 


We understand that a good programme is 
teing prepared, and one of the attractions 
will be the demonstration of the latest capping 
melter over previous inventions 


The Canterbury Branch Field Day will he 
held at Mr Ward's apiary at Lakeside on 
February B. All intending visitors are re- 
апеей to write the secrlary, Miss Mackay, 
as the apiary is about 19 miles out, and 
the seats will have to be booked in advance 


of the National intend to be present, so if 
the weather is fine a good gathering should 
result It is also intended to hold a social 
in Christchurch on the Saturday night, where 
any matters that are of interest can bo 
discussed, and (this not being a Government 
function) light refreshments will he supplied 
free It is also intended to have musical 
йота, and all those who are talented in 
music, song, and story are to come prepared 
to do their bit” Ав there is usually a 
amount, of "wind" at these affairs, 
wa are asked to atate that wind instrumenta 
(particularly bagpipes) are not wanted, 


We heard а new theory on the 
honey poisoning when aiming а 
medical man, who stated the саш 
hin opinion, ‘the pollen grai 
obtained from flowe: growing on stagnant 
Auampe, Ther» аге wampa in the ihre 

ic where c T EA 
been | reported Kat Kat Tous havo 
Whakatane—s> there may be ahmething nt 
what this doctor afd m 


use of 
в with a 
was, in 
in the honey 


atulations to the Clutha Valley 
our latest and youngest member of 
the family, that started with 26 fitiancial 
members and a rousing Field Day. 


nj 


We heard of a very novel und pleasant way 
of rendering oneself immune to the bad effecta 
of hee stings. А lady was anxious to help 
her husband with the bees, but the stinga 
punished her severely, making it necessary 
to take to bed for three ог four days at least. 
Having a brother a chemist she appealed 
to him for assistance, and he suggested a 
course of the homepathic medicine "Apis 
Мейса," which is made from bee stings, 
amd given ns а cure for bites and stings of 
other insects. 


"he lady, after being stung, always had 
one very marked inconvenience such as one 
experiénees with а very bad cold in tho 
head, the nose and the back of the throat 
ohoked up, evidently caused by the mem- 
branes swelling. 


А more or less regular courso of this medi- 
cine was taken for six weeks, aud after 
ta each dose a similar sensation was 
caused, only, of course, in a very much 
milder’ form. 


Then the lady again got accidentally stung 
on the leg, and although the effect of thia 
was painful it was not at all necessary to 
go to bed, and the choking sensation nothin, 

fp to severe aa previous [o taking the medi 


It seems to us there is something to be 
said for the treatment, and by grad in- 
creasing the doses it might be possible to 
render oneself completely immune to the ating 
Foison in exactly the same way as persons 
addicted to the og habit, who, after à time, 
an take sulficient at one dose to kill anyone 


Our esteemed medical friend who wrote 
such an excellent article on bee stings undor 
the nom de plume of “Uomo Salvatico" might 
give us his opinion on the above; and we 
invite him, in his own language, to "Ор ап 
gie us a blaw. 


The editor expects to be away from home 
from abont the 3rd to the 18th February. 
Any delay in answers to correspondence 
be accounted for by this fact. 


Taranaki District Report. 


Each scason has something пом in storo for 
us, Since last notes we have had consistent 
weather or consistent, winds right up to this 
week. From December 15 until January. 
11 the bees only a little more than half 
their own. 


‘The country was а mass of white clove 
in full bloom, and it was annoying to seo ib 
there and the bees unable to work № on 
account of the cold winds, 
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‘This week, however, we have had four warm 
days, and the bees took good advantage of 
tham, and brought in quite a lot of honey, 
and have made tt quite possible to get a fair 
season. 


The thistles are very late this season, and 
во 1 anticipate а good autumn flow 


‘ho high winds have been right up against 
successful queen rearing, which is now in full 
swing 

There has been no extracting done yet in 
our district, but should the weather (which 
at the time of writing is rough again) take 
up and become warmer we hope to take off 
a little next week 


H. R. PENNY 
Okaiawa, January 1, 1919. 


Taieri Talk. 


Good morning, all, and how d’ye do? Have 
you а welcome for the Taieri? We have 
arrived at last, and, we trust, have come to 
stay. Now full thres years an heroic, if tiny, 
band of agitators bearing the banner Exelsior 
has been striving upwards through the shades 
of oblivion to win a glory akin to that enjoyed 
by the Taieri in happy days gone by. The 
oa! ів in sight, for at last those many hesi- 

ting whispers and vague suggeations of 
association have been concentrated and con- 
densed into a EOS voice, It speaks to tell 
the world that the Taieri Beekeepers' Аззо- 
ciation, though yet unborn, has fixed on the 
16th of Fobruary as the first of its many 
birthdays. 


Our first Field Day was quashed by the 
arrival of a wrethched rain and sunshine day 
(abset omen). It is now to be held on Feb- 
Tuary 15, when we expect to be visited by 
a guiding spirit from the National, who shall 
presido at the inauguration of the Association, 
and set ita toddling footsteps on the road to 
success. But perhaps this happy day will 
be past when these lines reach your eyes, for 
it is a long, long way to Kati Kati 


The tale of the Taieri is a tale of woe 
Just listen; In November we had 15 d 
rain; in December 21 days; in January, up 
to date (19th), 13 days. We shall all bc 
crahbed pessimists if winter's mantle hangs 
much longer over us. Still, there ia a ash 
of optimism in ow make-up which retards 
the steady elongation of our visages. We may 
amile, ton, for rumour saya that the hope of 
^ honey crop died an early and painful death 
in Southland. Мау our northern friends have 
better fortune, and may we a more cheerful 
tale unfold next timo you hear from us. 


ANISTAEUS. 


T wish to express my appreciation of our 
littla Tonrna} and your suecess with it.— 
J.G.. Fdendale. 


Wairarapa Branch. 


The sixth meeting of the Wairarapa Bee 
keepers’ Association was held in Masterton 
on December 18. 
present. 


The president, Mr В. Н. Nelson, in his 
opening address, touched on the question of 
apiary boundaries, and a lively discussion fol 
Maed. -Mr Nelson moved: "Thak this meet- 
ing endorse tho suggestions of the Waikato 
Beekeepers’ Association re aplary boundaries, 
аз follows—That the Government be asked 
to devise ways and means of limiting boun- 
daries, so ae lo prevent overlapping of bee- 
keepers’ territory, and woi est that 
Tre Act: be so amedded io the effect that no 
bees shall be shifted from one locality to 
another unless, tho position а which iL is 
roposed to place them is certified by the 
Bovermment лире às suitable for the 
"Seconded by J. M. Russell, and 


Only a small number were 


A special meeting was called for the Bth 


Janus 
cid Y. H. BENTON, 
Secretary 


Canterbury Tales. 


By E. С. Want. 


A good crop, 1 think, 
is assured, but the main clover flow is drawing 
to a close. The weather has been cool, 
especially at night, and оп December 3 and 
11 there were frosts. Fancy frosts in mid- 
summer. As a matter of fact, I don't think 
we can truthfully say we have had any real 
summer weather yet. 1 am hoping for а good 
autumn flow, but when I find the bees "bung- 
ing it" into the brood chamber instead of 
the supers I hunt up my considering cap 


In a recent issue of "Gleanings" mention 
was made of tho bees-working clover at à 
very low temperature. It is generally thought 
that a fairly high temperature is requisite for 
honey secretion, hot my experience this season 
has been in line with Editor Roots’ statement 
that the rule is not invariable. On Christmas 
morning I found the bees working hard on 
clover with the thermometer at 55 degrees, 
and in this district there have not been many 
days when 65 degrees has been exceeded 


I have noticed that the bees have been very 
slow to cap the honey thia season. Whether 
the secretion has been retarded by cool nighta 
or the ripening of the honey delayed by the 
same cause I don't know. T waa not taking 
Chances, however, and kent “banging on the 
supers" That maxim, “Don't extract nnripg 
honey.’ should be printed in large capitala 
and pasted in every boskeepers hat. Some 
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^ dives, but 
cople don't like “skyscraper” hives, i 
Hm of gear in а season like the present 


Fill be found а good investment. 
‘Tho above suggests that some people xi 
havo extracted at least a port of thew e 
] have taken off a couple of tins or etn 
hoped before now to have had some notices 
from the headquarters of the Н.Р.А. regm 
ing forwarding te the grading store, Non: 
has come to hand as усі. lt seems lo me 
advisable that these instructions should be 
issued early, aa there are many whose bank 
ing account will be getting low, and who 
will be anxious to "get in before the crush 
Would it not also be politic for the company 
to give a lead respecting prices, Plenty ої 
us have friends and old customers we have 
supplied in previous years, and would like to 
know what the market price would be. Let 
it be clearly understood this does not sngzest 
disloyalty to the НРА. and applies to 
private customers only. 


and 


Mr Editor, I'm going to vote with both 
hands and both feet for that badge of mem. 
bership idea of yours, Whether the sug- 
ested design will be unanimously agreed to 

feel dubious about. A model of a nice 
Italian queen bee would give a jewellor scope 
for artistic taste. and 1 suggest, that a» an 
alternative design. 


Up til the present I have not done any 
serous queen rearing except for a couple ui 
grafts “a la Doolittle” Results—runk 
failure for the first time Very few accepted, 
and even these tom down after feeding for 
а few days Cool nights to blame, І suppose; 
too bury to “try, try, try again"; a job for 
after the honey flow. 


Swarming with me has not been a serious 
problem this season, but it almost looks as 
if the bees warmed in some cases without 
а queen, as a large percentage, I find, arc 
ueenlem when examined a few days later 
Some will sy, "Did you see her run in when 
you hived the swarm? No; plenty to do 
without watching for the queen to run in 
Has anyone else had simlar experience? 


Non are reminded that Field Day wil 
с on February 8 at my apiary. Pleaso bring 
lunch baskets; also veils, if yon intend to gu 
among the bees, ‘There will be plenty of 
hot water, tea, and milk provided E 


Market Report, - 


Honey —W, 
definite ow that 
not interfere with the р 


to the ground, which we thinks has fallen 
J u 
derision. On а ‘other hand, hens er, Wise 


seems to 
‘American Peer between the 


ав still time for a good cro 


to be straightened out, and we are in hopes 
of something being arrani In the mean. 
{ime the price of honey has stiffened here, aud 
(ansactions have taken place iit tlie following 
prices —Chilian sold afloat at 210s to 220s per 
cwt (11215); Argentine at 210s per cwt; Chiban 
at 205s to 210s per cwt; Jamaica at 200. 
per ewt » 


Beeswax —The market still remains quiet, 
and prices are as follow:—Chilian sold at 
£11 105 to £11 15s per cwt; Jamaica sold 
at £11 5s to £11 15s por смі; West and 
East African at £9 10s to £9 155— Yours 


truly, 
TAYLOR 
Liverpool, October 26, 1918 


AND CO. 


With the signing of the armistice shipping 
prospects somewhat improved, and with the 
advent of increased numbers of ships coming 
to Australian ports during the ensuing months 
the chance of shifting some of the accumulated 
stocks of export honey has considerably bright- 
ened. ‘This week a non priority cargo bout 
will take a limited quantity. Latest. market. 
quotations are:—Choice, clear, liquid Wes- 
tern, 6d lb; odd tins to 64d lb; good «ear 
liquid, 54d Ib; dark and candied from 34d to 
fid Ib; according to quality.—The Austral- 
asian Beekeeper, 


Honey —Quiet at 44 and 44d. Private sales 
a trifle higher, 


Beeswax.—Still in good damand at 2s for 


Lest qualities —Queensland Agricultural Jour- 
nal, January, 1919. 


ctor of the Horticulture Division 

from the Apiary Instructors the 
following report concerning the honey erop 
prospects :— 


Auckland.—lhe climatic conditions have 
not been favourable to either the secretion of 
nectar by the clover or the gathering in by 
the bees, cold nights having been the rule 
during the past month. Unless the season 
is somewhat later than usual, the crops 
generally will ha below the average, Bees- 
wax is quoted at from 2s to 2s 3d per Ib. 


G. V. WESTBROOKE. 


Wellington —I have to report that up to the 
date of writ tho climatic conditions are 
still rather unfavourable for upieulturist. 
As indicated in my last, report, howover, there 
io be gathered 
should am improvement, be forthcoming. "The 
balance of last season's crop has ceased to 
came into the grading store for exporl, m 
will be used for local consumption, but it ів 
anticipated that a number of now lines of 
this season's outpnt will bo forward shortly. 
Pers Е изаи » my district lor пос 
at per lb. Honey in pats and pound 
sections is not ЕКА s M 


F. А. JACOBSEN. 
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ects of a good season 
have greatly improved. In the northern dis- 
tricts indications point to a good crop. 
Advices to hand from Canterbury indicate 
assured able returns. xtracting is in 
progress, Pen Otago and Southland the 
weather condtions have not been so favour. 
able. However, it is still early to forecast 
this season's returns. There is still time to 
secure a good crop if climatic conditions are 
favourable, Gencrally, clover is in good heart, 
mora especially in Canterbury, where there 
has been а phenomenal growth. Prices are 


nies E. A. EARP 


Dunedin.—The pı 


4 


The Honey Market. 


(Fano C. Bares.) 


I think the following correspondence will be 
interesting to our readers, as it throws a little 
light on the selling end of the business, and 
it will also give those who have started 
commercial beekeeping the last few years an 
idea of the conditions ruling in 1911. Noto 
the date of the first letter. 


Liverpool, August 9, 1911 


Dear Sir,—We had tho pleasure of a call 
from your brother, who informa us that you 
are desirous of making shipments of honey 
to this country. He also left a sample of the 
class oi honey you are extracting, which 
proves to be yellow to pale, set, and a foir 

vour. A rather rough valuation if sound 
would be about 40s per owt ex Liverpool 
store, less 24 per cent. discount, 


We understand the crop of New Zealand 
honey to be very small, and a consignment 
should do very well. Needless to say, should 
you decide to favour us with your shipments 
we would do our utmost for you for a com- 
mission of 2j per cent. 


‘Trusting to receive favourable news from 
you аз soon as possible —Yours faithfully, 


TAYLOR AND CO 


Whilst this correspondence was in progress 
T had two shipments of honey en route for Eng- 
land, one to Bristol, and one to London. These 
were shipped through different firms, and I 
received an advance with recourse of 34d on 
the Bristol consignment, and 3d on the Lon- 
don. Both consignments realised 37s 6d per 
cwt, and in neither case was there any 
balance to come to mo, the difference between 
the price realised and the advance mado being 
swallowed up in the many charges. 


"Therefore it cost £9 108 a ton to get the 
honey to London, and £7 За 44 to Bristol 


Cases and tins cost £3 153 for cach ton of 
honey, freight to shipping port 23s per ton, 
зо to get ab the actnal return we total the 


;ymonta received lor the two tons £58 6s 6d, 
E expenses £21 № 44, leaving a ast rebut 
of £37 ба 4d for the two tons, which is 2d 
a Ib. This was the average experience of 
those exporting to England, prices usually 
running from 353 № 42s per cwt. The same 
honey gained first prize in the Dominion Show 
at Hawera, and second at Paimerston North. 


On these returns it was out of the question 
looking to the export market as a payable 
outlet for one's crop, and we were compelled 
io accept what tho merchants here offered 
that showed any improvement on these re- 
turns. The inevitable result of these соп. 
ditions was that the honey market remained 
in a most unsatisfactory state, and until some 
system of organisation was made there was 
по chance of improvemnt. 


Just here the Н.Р.А. made a start, and 
the following year the D.B. and D. came 
along with thcir offer of an advance of 4d 
per fb fo.b., with the possibility of a farther 
payment, which the beekeepers hailed as the 
finest offer that had ever been made to thos» 
engaged in the industry. 


Liverpool, July 8, 1918. 


Dear Sir,—Some little timo ago we had 
some correspondence together respecting 
honey, and you kindly sent us a sample, 
which, however, does not seem to be puro, 
tut mixed with sugar or syrup. If you can 
offer us pure honey we shall bo glad to try 
and do some business together. At present 
there is a great demand for this article, but 
the Ministry of Food have intimated that they 
intend controlling the price, so what value 
they will place upon it we, of course, cannot 
say. Nevertheless we shall bo glad to resumo 
communications with you.—Yours truly, 


TAYLOR AND CO. 


Kati Kati, September 8, 1918. 
Messrs Taylor and Co., Liverpool. 


Dear Sirs,—Your letter dated July 8 duly 
to band. 


I find the last dence 1 had with 
you was a letter dated August B, 1911, in 
which you state that the sample of honey left 
by my brother was "Yellow to pale, aet, and 
a fair flavour, the valuation of which would 
be about 40s per cwt.” 


Therefore I am not a little disgusted at 
the statement in your letter now being 
answered that “the sample does not appear 
to be pure, but mixed with sugar or syrup." 
Kindly note that that sample was absolutely 
pure honey as taken off the hives by the 
latest appliances, and the same crop secured 
many first ps that year in open compe- 
tition at the various shows held in this 
country. 


We in this country have yet to learn to 
edulterate honey either for export or local 
trade, and every ounce of the former must 
bear the Government Grader's stamp before 
it can bo shipped, and such is the confidence 
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ed on this that a number of consi 
vc ben sold on Ше walor to arns 
ihat at the very highest market values. 


and 


i m 

A rds any business being done in U 
future Sih this country, 1 might inform you 
that practically tho whole of the сот 
boekeopars here are shareholders in the №7. 
Co-operative Honey Producere’ Association, 


Lid. and the great bulk of honey raised is 
controlled by that, Association, whi as to- 
day 350 tons waiting shipment to their agents 


in England. 


As editor of the N.Z, Beekeepers’ Journal, 
1 am agreeable to publish quotations of the 
market in your city every month if you cait 
io furnish them, which would be infor 
to our readers, and at the same time advertise 
your firm as being in the market for hon 
in England, so that any men who are 
members of the H.P.A. could get 
with you.—Yours faithfully, 


FRED C. 


t 
into touch 


BAINES. 


Liverpool, October 26, 1918 


Dear Sir,—Thanks for youre of the 6th Sep- 
tember. 


We had no idea the sample of honey had 
boen here seven years, which is not to be 
wondered at owing to the continuous depletion 
and change of staff. Our senior came across 
the sample, and thought it a recent one which 
had been overlooked. Nowe 
all things, and honey 
exempted from this rule 
the sample, but everything 
after seven years have passed. This accounts 
for our having reported as we did in our letter 
of the 6th July. 


However, no harm has been done, but, on 
the contrary, good, because it has drawn from 
you the declaration that New Zealanders 
have not yet, fortunately, thought it necessar 
or Journ’ to adulterate tho good things of 
life, and we hope you will long continuo to 
be of that opinion. We suppose that the 
Government Grader does not make i а ран 
of his business to analyse every s of 
honey, and that be only judges it fr 


For your information, howeyer, we may tell 
you that sometimes we got honey from foreign 
рама, Cuba mostly, which his a mixtus 


togar in it, ‘This cause trouble in more way» 
than one, In the first. place the Customs 
pisce а duty on it the same as sugar, which 


^^ no small mater in normal times, 


Who are the English 
operativa Amociation? о 
i to one firm опу? 


jenta of the Co. 
ey confine their 


hat is their 


We shall be glad to send you our market 


report on or about the 26th ‘of 
We enclose the latest. one. окы 


Havo you found а cure for Islo of Wigh 
disease, or has it ight 
Yours faithfully, | "OY Peehed" you yett— 


TAYLOR AND со, 


Leb. 1, 1919, 


Lhe prices ruling at the time the abovy 
was written appear cisewhere, and 1 want 
you to particularly notice that the lowest 
price quoted is 2008 per cwt. By the sama 
mail 1 received the following :— 


London, November 14, 1918 

Dear Si,—We have been making inquiries 
from thé Dominion of New Zenlaud Govern 
ment Offices asking if they could furnish us 
with the name of a shipper of New Zealand 
honey, and Mr A. Crab ñas very kindly given 
us your name. We ate probably the largest 
importers of Californian honey in this country, 
also large quantities of Cuban, Jamaican, and 
‘Australian, but we have not so far been able 
to get any direst offers from New Zealand, 
and would be very much obliged if you could 
quote us. 


We would willingly take 100 to 200 tous 
if you could а Bi a Eaa. оа 
quality would have to: he guaranteed best 
rade, not darker than light amber, and 
acked in good strong new cans or barrels. 
Ve are in a position to pay full prices, and 
would be willing to make payment Бу letter 
of eredit against warehouse receipts or ship: 
ping documents at port of shipment, Kor 
your information, we have just beon offered 
а parcel of Australian honey at 7j per Ib, ex 
stare, Sydney. We have cabled out accepting 
up to 200 tons at this figure. We presume 
the price of New Zealand honey would bo 
about the same, and if you are in a position 
to make us offers amd will quote us ел. or 
[o please be good enough in your offer to 
intimate the probable rate of freight, 


We have had some dillicnlty and losses on 
honvy, as most of it has been 
riving here packed in old kerosene cans aud 
frail cases. The honey has also been stored 
on deck, with the result that many parcels 
have shown a loss in weight of JO per cent. 
even more. Naturally, this is not very 
satisfactory to the buyer who buys on shipping 
weights, and we should expect you to see to 
it that the goods were sent along only in 
wood strong cans and cases. 


‘Trusting we shall be able to come to some 
mutual satisfactory arrangements.—We aro, 


Yours faithfully, 
BECKER, SHILLAN, AND CO. 


Now, isn't that interesting, The English 
market rato at the lowest figure is 200s per 
owt, which is n fraction under 18 84d per tb. 
усё these merchants. were out to secure 
tons at 74d, which is 70s per owt, and if one 
allows £20 per tou to get. the honey to Lon- 
don just reckon wp the profit they are going 
to make on this one deal, Allowing tho 
market to drop £10 whilat the honey іа in 
transit, the merchants will, if they secure the 
quantity, make а profit out of tho beekoopera 
of £90,000. 


Ana ono cannot рому Маты tho mer 
chants; to buy in the cheapest татко and 
sell in the dearest, is keon busintas acumen. 


‘The blamo is wholly on the heokeopers who 
willow themselves to he exploited in this 
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fashion to their own loas You see, the best 
price quoted in the December issue of the 
Australasian Beekeeper is 63, so probably 
our Australian friends wit think they are 
making a good deal by selling at 7jd, ex 
store, Sydney, whereas the actual fact i» they 
are selling at nearly two-thirds under marker 
value. Ido not know that 1 have ever come 
across such a case where the value and neces- 
sity of organisation is ehown with such em 

sis, and surely the above facts ought to 
impress upon every beekeeper in the | 
the advisability of becoming a member of os 
cwn co-operative association. 


With prices like these ruling at Home, it 
seems to me that we should be able to reckon 
on wetting aot lees th 
eeason's crop, as with the export value run- 
ning up to close on 2s per lb, it is evident 
that the local market will not be able to take 
any, simply because the honey isn't worth 
tha money here, where we have plenty of 
sugar, fruit, and jam. 


But in England, where they have very amall 
quantities of either, and no possibility of 
securing fresh supplies until next harvest 
there is the value 


To put honey on the local market would 
mean the H.P.A. would have to ask som: 
where about 4s for а 2lb tin, meaning to the 
purchasers about 48 6d, which clearly puts 
it out of tho reach of the usual purchasers 
So we аге in the unique position of having 
only one market open to us, and that at 
prices beyond anything we over dreamed in 
our wildest dreams. 


Another point that occurs to me is this, 
that as the H.P. A, gets the full price realised 
im England, less expenses, and a small com 
mission, 


l shall be disappointed i final result 


doesn't beat it, 


the 


Of course, these high prices will gradually 
decline ax matters become normal in shipping 
the countries devastated by war becoming pro 
ductive, and international commerce unham 
pered, and 1 also recognise that there із а 
possibility of there being а difference of £100 
мег ton between the first shipment and the 

nal one in the finanvial year, in exactly the 
same way as it jumped up last, year from 280 
to £200. 


But until the price gets down to about £80 
l cannot aco hot any qauntity can be sold 
on the local market, and even ot that the 
mail prico for а Ab tin would be about 24, 
which, I think, is not only a saleable figure, 
but abont tho intrinsic value of honey 

"There is the certainty that honey for at 
Teast threo years will not go below 60s per 
cwt, according to tho terms of the contract, 
ond, T take it, provided we stick to our part 
of the agreement, there is no reason why it 
should over go below, because ouv agents in 
England will, by being able to put on the 
market a good reliable article of food, increase 
the les, and when once the demand is 
created there is very little chance of the price 
dropping, but rather the reverse. 


£150 per ton for this | be 


So 1 close this article with the feeling 
that this season must prove itself the most 
prosperous that could possibly be for all threo 
who are fortunate enough el а crop, and 
sincerely hope the number will be lara, aml 
myself among them. S 


Beekeeping for Beginners, 


MONTHLY INSTRUOTIONS, FEB. 


The веавой in most districts other than 
Canterbury having been so oufavourable to 
beekeepers, it is dillicu to write on tho 
month's operations, as 1 learn that so many 
hives are in a backward state, and possibly 
they are fully a month behind. | can only 
hope that the season will lengthen out, so 
that, given fine weather, the bees will return 
a surplus. 


February asually sees the close of the honey 
flow, the amount gathered after about the 
middle of the mouth being little more than 
the needs of the colony. 


Th 


month is a very favourablo time to ro 
queen any hivo that has an old or failing 
queen. Kill her, and introduce the new queen 
by the cage méthed, releasing her alter 48 
ours. 


Should you be requeening by giving ripe 
cells, it is advisable to wait at least 24 hours 
after killing the queen before putting in the 

, because there is a chance of it bein 
tam down by the bees who haven't realises 
the Іова of the old queen 


There is always a danger of robbing being 
started at the closo of the honey flow, as 
the hives have a large number of bees with 
very little to do, and these are very liablo 
to go nosing round the apiary looking for à 
chance to secure an easy load. 


Therefore, the beckeepers ahouk| сошлись 
tho entrances of all weak hives to about balf- 
inch space, and ace there are no bes spade 
between the supers or cover where a robber 
lee could get in without baving to pass the 
Sentries at the entrances, 


‘The indications of robbing are a very loud 
high-sounding not« of humming amongst the 
bees, all the entrances of the hives havin 
lange numbers of bees on the alighting boa 
who challenge every newcomer. The hive 
being robbed is one of very great activity, 
bees rushing in and out, some fighting, am 
а general air of unrest and trouble apparent- 


First contract the entrance to a size that 
only one bee can get in or out at the same 
time, then get some handfuls of wet grass, 
and throw tl right over the entrance, so 
that the becs will have to get their wings 


N 
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Keep the grass wet 
Dn, and if the 
d down 


wet to pass in nnd out 
Ту the use of a watering «an, 
Rive is at all strong, it will be quiete 
in about an hour. 


i covel whole 
Another good remedy is to cover Ше № 
of the hive with a large cloth soaked in a 
solution of carbolic acid; the bees have а 
decided objection to the smell of this arid 


Bo careful in taking off any combs of honey 
for extracting ; do this in the forenoon as 
quickly as possible, keeping the bive open 
as litile as necessary, and don't have апу 
honey exposed ; keep it all well covered up 
during transit to the honey-shed, 

F. 0. В. 


| 


Meetings of the H.P.A. 


(Contributed. 


A meeting of shareholders of the New Zea- 
land Co-operative Honey Producers’ Associa- 
tion, Ltd., was held in the Public Bath ВшМ. 
inge, Hamilton, on December 20 at 10 a.m., 
а good number of shareholders being present. 
Mr A. H. Davies, who ably performed the 
duties of chairman, in introducing Mr Н. W. 
Gilling, the company's manager, to the meet- 
ing, expressed the satisfaction he felt in seci 
auch a goodly gathering of shareholders, and 
expressed the hopo that it was an indication 
of a growing interest in the company, being 
ronfident that the continued prosperity of the 
industry hinged on the support accorded by 
the beekeepers to the co-operative movement. 
Mr Н. W. Gilling, in addressing the meeting 
dwelt more particularly on the work of th 
company to date, indicating some of the pro. 
gress made and the further advantages that 
would accrue to the shareholders as a whole 
by the removal of the headquarters of the 
company to the more centrally situated 
premises in Stanley street, Auckland Не 
touched also on the finances of the company, 
giving features indicative of the confidence 
in the industry manifested by the banks. Mr 
A. D. Trythal, in moving а vote of thanks 
to Mr Gilling, expressed his s at tho 
confidence manifested by the bank, which, he 
thought, showed confidence not only in the 
industry, but also in the company's manage- 
ment. Mr Trythal also contended that the 
present high prices ruling for honey in New 

ealand were due entirely to the company's 
operations, Had not the company been in 
existence to look after the interests of bee. 
keepers there was no reason to think that, New 
Zealand beekeepers would now be receiving 
any more than the Australian beekeepers— 
viz., from 4d to 43d per Ib. 


А s d mecting b held at Te Aroha 
à the afternoon, the chair being take 

Mr C. Е. Horn. ' The attendance of а ES 
sentative gathering of shareholders was cn 
couraging. Speaking on the growth of the 
company, Mr Gilling pointed ont that. though 
the company had been in existence only five 
уема it was now firmly established. and 
Uuring the past year had handled between 450 


and 500 tons of honey. The number of share- 
halders had increased during the year to 412; 
the subscribed capital from £4510 to £6716; 
the paid up capital from £849 to £3631. The 
new contract with the Bristol and Dominions 
Producers’ Association, Ltd., was very satis. 
factory. ‘There waa no doubt that given the 
loyal ‘support of the beekeepers it could bo 
змеј, ! that the company's future and that 
of the industry was assured, and that bee 
farming in New Zealand could be looked upon 
as probably the most flourishing of tho smaller 
producing industries in New Zealand. Judg- 
ing by the support given to the company and 
ihe beekeepers rendiness to contract with the 
compuny far their whole crops, the beekeepers 
of New Zealand were alive to their own beat 
interests, and were to be congratulated on 
their shrewd levelheadedness. "This did not 
apply, howover, to every individual beekeeper, 
There were a few who seemed to be either 
incapable of taking a comprehensive veiw of 
the situation, or were content to be parasites, 
living on the good work of their fellow-erafta- 
men. Their number, at any time а small 


minority, was rapidly dooreasing. Applica- 
tions for shares were still coming in freely, : 
nd there was every prospect, given am 


average season, that the company would this 
year handle over 600 tons. In reply to ques- 
tions, Mr Gilling eaid thah now the company 
was more centrally situated it was their in- 
tention to enter thoroughly into the supply 
business. The company wanted! honey and 
more honey, and anything the company could 
do toward keeping down the oost of pro 


E | duction was a means to that end. 


Christchurch Amateur 
Beekeepers’ Association. 


"The above club held a Field Day at Mr 
Bowman's apiary, Wilson's Siding, 62 mem- 
bers being present. On arrival at the apiary 
the hostess provided tea, which was much 
appreciated, Mr Bowman then proceeded to 
instruct new members in the rodiments of 
beekeeping, and later put the more advanced 
members through the act of honey-extracting, 
and finished up with a lecture on queen rear- 
ing This is one of a number of practical 
Feld Days which will take place during tho 
present season, One particular feature of tho 
Gay's work was the opening and examinati 
of a hive about six fect in height consisting 
of four supers and five half supers, which wera 
practically full of sealed honey А lot of 
speculation ensued as to the weight of honey 
which would be extracted from the skyscraper, 
and the average guess was between 250 and 
20010. During the afternoon а swarm issued 
from a very populous hive, having a queen 
the wings of which were clipped, Mra Bow 
man went along to the hive, picked пр tho 
queen and put her in a age, thon loid it 
оп the alighting board. It was a pretty sight 
to see the mass of beos which had emerged а 
few minute lore, returning home. | This 
hive was eventually opened and examined, and 


Feb. 1, 1919.] 


N.Z. BEEKEEPERS’ JOURNAL, 


а number of queen cells were destroyed, but 
there were several young virgin queens hatch 
ing out which wero distributed amongst mom. 
bers. The advantage of having the queen's 
wings clipped to prevent swarms gotting away 
is efficient provided that the apiarist is on 
the spot, and can give the necessary attention 
at the tight moment. Мг H. J. Johnston 
relieved Mr Bowman for a while, and took a 
hand in the proceedings by demonstrating the 
use of queen-mating hives and answering 
questions. The club is making wonderf 

studies, and the help which is given by the 
older members is much appreciated. А vote 
of thanks having been passed to Mr and Mrs 
Bowman, the members returned home after 
а very pleasant and instroctive outing. 


P. JACK 


Answers to Gorrespondents. 


АМАТЕОВ.—1 Every eight or ten days 
2 Evidently you missed a cell or two. 3. 
Usually when the first cell is capped over, 
but if bad weather comes along, the first fine 
day. Г have taken 13 fully matured queens 
which were eating their way out of the celis 
from a hive that had just swarmed. 4. Queen 
cell capped on eighth or ninth day from the 
date egg placed іп cell; queen emerges 
fifteenth or sixteenth. 5. The bee fying out 
of e queen cell was probably a worker bee 
that was cleaning out the vell. '6. 1f weather 
is fine the young queen takes her flight about 
tho fifth day; eggs should be seen three or 
four days after, but sometimes it is con 
iderably longer. 7. It is very unusual for a 
warm to issue unless there are queen cells 
in tho hive, but your bees had evidently been 
allowed to get the swarming fever, and it is 
very difficult to check it after they have got 
to that state; probably a virgin was in the 
hive, 8. Hive the swarm on to foundation; 
цо through parcat hive, anid break down cells ; 
place swarm on old stand with super of empty 
combs on top, with brood on top of that 
9. Australasian Beo Manual (J. Hopkins) is à 
very good book, but is rather difficult, to pro- 
cure just now. 


PUZZLED.—I can only account for this by 
suggesting that the lady had been using rather 
much scent, which tho bees abject to, and tho 
fact that you were atung on the lip and check 
indicates-— what! ! ? 


Mr, F. А. Jacobsen, apiary instructor, 
Wellington Provinee, hna forwarded the 
following elipping:—O. R. Bostock, apiar 
ist, was charged, under the Apiaries Act, 
1008, with failing to take meas 

curo the disenso foulbrood among bis 
Defendant pleaded guilty, but said he had 
been neglecting his own busines in arlor 
to assist others who were in distresa This 
was tho first charge wnder the Act insti- 
tuted in Hawke's Bay. Everything had 
nee been rectified, Defendant was fined 
£2 and costa 7/-. 


-| have paid us well in the end 


Correspondence, 


(To тне Eorron.) 


Sir,—Please allow me to call your attention 
to the following class in the Rotorua A. and 
P. Show, which is to be held on March 13 
next at Rotorua :—Class 163, not leas than ПБ 
pot extracted honey, judged on Government 
grading points. exhibits to be donated to 
the Rotorua Branch of the National Bee- 
keopers' Association. Kirst prize £3 
second prize 105 6d; entry feo ls. 


1 ат sure there are lots of beekeepers who 
would enter a llb pot if they knew about it, 
and the Rotorua Branch of the National would 
thus have samples from other diatricta—I am, 
ete., 

J. BANKS. 


Whakarewarewa, December 16, 1918. 


[The above first prize should attract entries 
from the whole Dominion.—Ed.] 


(To тик Evrron.) 


Sir,—The following extracts from a letter 
to band from Trooper А. В. Batea, one of 
the first directors of the H.P.A., and now 
in England, will interest many of tho readers 
of the Journal.—I am, etc., 


и. W. GILLING. 
Box 129, Auckland, Januory 17, 1918. 


“I went to Bristol for a couple of days, 
and, as you may guess, called on Major Nor 
ton, of the B. and D., and was made very 
welcome. He had me in the office showing 
me maps and books to give me an idea of 
how our stuff wus handled at this end, and 
Lam more than satisfied that if honest dealing 
goes for anything we aro with the right com 
pany. Our honey has had a good reception 
with the grocers, and it is a pity supplies 
have not been shipped more regularly, as 
there із a likelihood of losing the connection 
the B. and D. have built up for us. . . . 
He seems to have gone to endless trouble to 
get our stuff and name on the market, and 
was very disappointed at receiving instructions 
to sell honey in bulk in the open market to 
take advantage of the temporarily inflated 
prices. What is the use of advertising our 
brand and getting it known and then aban 
doning the policy for what is only gambling. 
Some grocers, he said, would not handle our 
stuff again on this account. Firms like Crosse 
and Blackwell refused to take advantage of 
the war to raise their prices to profitecring 
figures, and have kept a good name with their 
dealers, and Major Norton considered that had 
we followed a similar sound policy it would 
He thought 
honey would keep over £100 a ton for a long 
time yet, and the prospect should be bright 
for the industry. | put in some time in tho 
packing department, but there was none of 
Ohr honey in at the time There was honey 
there from Spain, South America, California, 
Hayti, and Cuba, and, 1 think, Jamaica, also 
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Australia. 1 was told the Californian. was the 
ошу honey we had to tear as regards oomp 
tition, as thë flavour was, if anything, better 
than ours, and it was equally well got up. 
1 sampled some for myselt, and fond и O.D, 
(Mr Bates is a very good judge of honey.) 

lot of Australian was coming in in kerose 
tins, und did noi look very palatable, to say 
the least, and the flavour wasn't anythi 

like dur good stuff. One secs the advantage 
of Government grading on seeing hon 

coming in from all parts of the world. Some 
of it has quarts of dead bees, flies, and rub- 
bish and it has to be all strained, and te 
packing leaves much to be desired. The tins 
nearly all come in covered in rust, so oiling 
or lacquering is advisable, I was told the 
B. and D. were the second largest packers 
of honey in England, and handled £100,000 
worth last year. They have a very up-to-date 
packing house, and are in а position to handle 
any quantity we are likely to send them. 1 
suppose some oi the shareholders of the 
Н.Р.А. are tempted by the high prices to 
sell outside the company, but I think if they 
were to pay a visit to Bristol and have а 
chat with Major Norton they would remain. 


loyal."—Signed, 
A. R. BATES. 


(To тне Eprror.) 


Sis—Please permit me to explain to Mr 
Pink that the combs of honey taken to Wel 
lington for demonstration purposes at the С, 
ference by me were not "white combs,” as 
Mr Pink states in last issue. They were old 
brood combs spaced eight to a super, and 
consequently built out clean beyond the dark 
centre. They were also badly candied, which 
caused the honey when viewed in a Mason 
jar after the conclusion of the mn to appear 
а little cloudy, as it ran from the reducer 
too rapidly for complete melting of the crys 
tals—a very good point in the reducer's 
favour. That honey. everyone present 
admitted, had no specks of any kind in it, 
and the same witnesses will doubtless testify 
that the clean gum left in the reducer abso- 
lutely proves the facts of “white” versus old 
combs; во will Mr Edmonson, who і 
of it Pink is evidently unaware that a 
vote of condolence was pussed by the Con 
ference sympathising with me in an attack 
of nasal hemorrhage which put it out of my 
power to complete the demonstration. 


Ihe demonstration was eventually carried 
out in the lobby on the morning following 
the Conference, at which the executive of 
the H.P.A. were present, with a few others, 
and one and all expressed complete satisfaction 
with the results. It was begun and ended 
iu 19 minutes from the first cutting out of 
the enmbs 


Т gather from Mr Pink's remarks in his 
letter that he must be unaware of these 
facts, ‘Thanking you in anticipation —I am, 
ete, 
H BARTLETT BARTLETT-MILLER 
Kihikihi, January 18, 1919. 


оон please find subscription for Jour- 
паї, whic) very much appreciate, 
W. А. W., Taumarunni. P ы 


А REPLY TO MR HOBBS. 
(Lo зик Бытов.) 


Sir—The following reply to Mr Hobbs re 
the Department selling untested queens is 
intended as а general rejoinder to all who 
have expressed themselves in a reasonable 
manner as opposed to my view of the caso. 
1 bar the letter which appeared in your 
December number, as it carries its own con- 
demnation. 


1 may, first of all, draw attention to the 
remarkable fact that the essence of my con- 
tention—viz., that the first and only con- 
sideration of the Government in raising stock 
of any kind, including agricultural seeds, for 
distribution should be improvement of strains, 
has either been overlooked or been studiously 
avoided, The reply to the whole question 
hinges vpon what we collectively consider to 
be the first duty of the Department in this 
respect. Lf my view of the mattor is believed 
to be the correct oné—that is, improvement 
of strains—then the distribution of stock that. 
cannot be guararteed in any shape or form 
is decidedly wrong. If, on the other hand, 
“commercialism and gambling" (1 repeat these 
words, Mr Hobbs, notwithstanding your re- 
mark that they are "very far-fetched") is to 
enter into the husiness, then what benefit, I 
would ask, is the industry generally to receive 
ав the result of several years' agitation in 
getting à queen renring apiary reestablished! 
is the obtaining of cheap untested queens all 
the industry is to look for? They were alread; 
obtainable from reliable private breeders, 
cannot believe the majority of our beekeekers 
will hold h the views expressed by the 
very few in the Journal. Remember, the 
main question has not been touched upon by 
your correspondents. 


Mr Hobbs “appreciates the fact that I have 
the interests of the industry at heart," and 
J may add that it was this fact shat induced 
ine in the first place to establish a Govern- 

nent queen-rearing apiary for the purpose of 
improving our strain or strains of bees 
look back through the past 11 years since the 
Wairenga Queen-rearing Apiaty was estab- 
lished with considerable satisfaction to the 
fact that the "rst and only prico list issued 
contained these words in prominent type, "No. 
untested queens will be sold 


Me Hobbs, 1 ат sorry to say, has suggested 
as an alternative to selling untested queens 
to hand them over to retuned soldiers No, 
decided! If we are going to give them 
anything give them of the best; they d 
the best. © Then agi Mr Hobbs 
destroy all mismated queens would ls 
cided loss to the Department," which is to 
assume that there must be n large number of 
such queens. Have yon not seen, Mr Hobbs, 
that Mr Stewart guarantees 95 per cent. of 
his untested queens are purely mated? Can- 
not the D ment, by selection of sito, 
raise 95 per of purely mated queens when 
И has publie revenue to nid it, and so at 
least he on a par with a private quee? 
lreeder? Then, where would be tho "decided 
loss to the Department and also to the in- 
dustry,” when only five ont of every 100 

weens mised would need culling? T agree 
that some hybrids are excellent honey raisers, 
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but would you, Mr Hobbs, advocate cros 
mated queens being sold in preference to 
putely-mated ones? And do you not realis. 
ou must have purely-mated queens to pro. 
uou croas-mated ones to give you first cross 
Italian—black bees? 


J may inform Mr Hobbs that I had pre- 
viously read the article by Mr Wilson in 
Gleanings which he is sy enthusiastic about 
but can see nothing more in it than has 
appeared in hundreds, | might say thousands, 
of other letters on hybrids and the pure races 
Tt conveys the opinion of one person, and may 
be considered serviceable as an experience ta 
be added to that of others, but nothing more 
With all due respect to Mr Hobbs, | cannot 
see that he has added one idea that will 
stand against the main question upon which 


my argument is based 
To sum up the position as it appears to me, 
the original annig of those who favoured 
the аер of untested queens by the Depart 
ment was for early queens. Nothing was then. 
said about cheap queens. When, howe 
it was shown that tested queens could b 
tained more than seven weeks in advance of 
tho others, that plea was dropped, and your 
correspondent became very solicitous about. 
the problematical loss to the Department if 
culling of untested queens is resorted to (see 
В. Stewart's price list). If in your estima 
tion, Mr Hobbs, “I haven't a leg to stand 
on," I must retort in a friendly measure that 
you seem to badly need a pair of crutches. 1 
сап only conclude that cheap queens is the 
chief concern of your correspondents, and that 
general improvement of strains is thrown to 
the winds. 


Unless something of considerable importance 
turns up Тат not likely to tronble you on 
this sul lt 


ject again, bot. im parting i 
cotifine the sale of untested queens to private 
commerical queen breeders, and the Govern- 
mee to the improvement of oar Lees —I am, 
ete. 


J. HOPKINS, 


(To rae Eniron.) 


Sir—I am only an amateur beekeeper 
having started early last season, this year 
having five hives ave derived а great 
deal of help from the cloumns of the Journal. 
and—us I am aware editors like to know just 
That their readers most want—would venture 
to nope that the column for beginners will 
be kept going in the new ‘The weather 
in this part of the Dominion has been alto: 
gether unworthy of the name of summer, and 
if the bees don't get a chance soon there will 
ot be much of a return for the summer 
Mr L. Gardiner died here some few weeks 
ago. He was a most successful apiarist, but 
more than that, he а "white man" in 
every sense of the and T and many 
others have benefited ftom a talk with him 
On the subject most dear to his heart 


1 must congratulate you upon the way your 
Journal is conducted, and hope yon will be 
able to give us опг usual budget of good 
things in the coming yeer. T look for it 


cach month, T must also offer you every good 
wish for a most successful 1919, and № 


you will see many of the ideas matorialise 
ihat you have suggested aud advised in the 
past ^ Editors have a notorious reputation for 
"using" parts of letters sent them, and if 
any of this screed should “and!” in tie 
columns of the Journal they are from.—Yours, 
eto.. 


DOON sO0TH 
Invercargill, Junuary 5, 1919 


HONEY MISSIONARIES. 
(To тнк Evrron.) 

Sir,—Let’s all be honey missionaries. 

Bring in free trade on our market bere at 
home for a year or so. 

Let every member of the H.P,A. be mis- 
sionary for his own surroundings, sell, his 
honey under H.P.A. labels, with a note to 
the effect that the honey is locally produced 
on his own bee farm. 

Let each member шаке his own terms and 
prices for a tims. We should soon capture 
our home market then, and the other fellow 
would be brought to see the meaning of fair 
trade. 

"The storekeeper is also reaping the advan- 
tayo of the H.P.A.'s organisation, aud as far 
as I can see H.P.A. honey is practically off 
the market to-day. 

Lets all "pour in our spirit," and leave 
the “poor pocket to look after itself for а 


while.—I am, etc., 
HUGH С. JONES. 
Pirongia, Janwary 13, 1919. 


[I think I've told you before, Hugh, that 
you're а мар. Ей] 


(To тнк Enrron.) 

Sir, see you wish to find out about the 
effects of the bee-stiny poison in the blood for 
the prevention of disease. That would be 
very interest it certainly must have an 
«Песь of some sort. I bad the "fu" very 
mildly, not enough to stop me working, but 
whether the formic acid of the bees or the 
fact that I wm a vegetarian helped me I do 
not know ; anyway there were plenty of peoplo 
here had more "Hu" than I 

If [ might make a suggestion, T think it 
would be of interest to beekeepers just now 
to discuss the weather, and you might try 
to find out if this most. unseasonable weather 
is due to the 33 year cycle, which some 
authorities talk of. 1f it is, that would make 
it 33 years before this bad season returned, 
end soon enough, too. —I am, ete, 

А. E. 5. BOSHER. 

[Daren't start a discussion on the weather, 
friend B.; the English language isn't ex- 
pressive enough. I am afraid that if I com- 
mented on what we've had in this localtiy, 
my remarks would scorch the paper Ей) 


(TO THE EDITOR.) 


Sir—Wo always read your very inte 
ing Journal, and the September issue ju 
to hand is to us especially interesting, T- 
Asmuch as we note the criticisins relative 
to the American hives in general and the 


ope bottom boards in particular. 


28 Ш 


N.Z. BEEKEEPERS’ JOURNAL. 


[Feb. 1, 1919, 


It is quite a coincidence that the eriti 
cism relative to the entrance cleats should 
appear just at the vory time when this 
important item is receiving our attention 
and we aro making changes thereon. 


Our November Gleanings is now on the 
press, which issue will contain au article 
touching entrance cleats and the improve 
ments we are making, but wo obtained 
from our printing room m proof of the 
page which illustrates the new style cleat 
which wo enclose herewith, and will br 
glad if you will let us have your further 
criticisms, if any. 

It is very necessary that the A, L Root 
Company give every attention to the New 
Zealand beekeepers! requirements, inasmuch 
as our trade with that country is growing 
rapidly, and wo of course want to give the 
beekeeper that class of goods nnd style 
which will meet local conditions as far аз 
it is practicable for us to do so. 


Tt is strange that the Hand bottom board 
is favoured in your сотиту. Wo put this 
on the market thronghout America, bnt 
the demand for same is practically nil, and 
as п matter of fact we had to destroy 
quite a lot of stock for which we had no| 
sule whatever. 

We are enclosing herewith a copy 
our recent catalogue, with price lis 
which possibly yon may be interested. 


of 


Assuring yon of our co-operation at all 
times, nnd hoping that you will not fail 
to let ux have your further criticisms аз. 
they may ocenr to you, with a view of 
improving our service to the New Zealand 
beekeepers in general,—We аге, &c., 


THE А. I. ROOT COMPANY. 
Chas. G. Tollafield, 
Manager of Foreign Sales. 
Mendina, Ohio, Oct. 16, 1918. 


[The eriticism re entrance eleats referred 
to in above letter are those made by Mr, 
А. В. Trytholl of the Ruakura State Apiary. 
The now entrance cleat is one that, instead 
of having the entrance cut % x 6, has 
five % holes огей. This gives one com- 
plete control over the size of the entrance, 
as from one upwards can be left open, 
according to the strength of the colon 
This is of course an entrance used only in 
wintor and early spring, and in most parts 
of the Dominion would be unnecessary, tho 
ordinary cleat answering very well.’ Tt 
occurs to us that tho ventilation of the 
hive would suffer with so small an entrance, 
favouring tho growth of mould on ihi 
combs. Тһе romarks re Hand bottom 
boards is interesting, and emphasises the 
need for caution when dealing with appli 
ances that, although very boneficinl tr the 
experioneed man, aro nevertheless dan 
gerous in the hands of those who are mot 
very careful of detail. — Our Am. 
friends are not ag n rule slow to take an 
anything that proves itself a benefit о" 
the user, and the fnet that Messrs Root 
bnd to dentroy a lot of stock boeauso there 


was no sale indicates at least that in tho 
Lands of the majority of beekeepers the 
appliance was not tho benefi it was 
thought it would be. We believe n number 
of our readers are trying this appliance 
this scason for the first time, and we shall 
be glad to learn their opinions,—Ed.] 


Field Day at Greenfield. 


A Field Day and demonstration, under the 
auspices of the Clutha Valley Branch of the 
National Beekeepers’ Association, was held at 
the apiary of Mi Н. М. Goodman, Wood- 
leigh, Greenfield, on Thursday January 9, 
when some 60 members and friends мего 
present, The weather conditions wero ideal, 
those responsible for fixing the date being 
most fortunate in having such a day, as thoro 
had been practically no summer up to that 
time, nothing but cold winds and rain, tho 
weather breaking again the following night, 
and going back to the old order of 0 
At 130 p.m., after а few words of welcome 
to the visitors by the president (Mr H. N. 
Goodman), our jovial and energetic instructor, 
Mr E. A. Earp gave a short address on 
the capabilities of the district for honey pro- 
duction, after which he went on to speak of 
hives and the necessary appliances for starting 
beekeeping. From this Mr Earp opened up 
а full colony of bees, and explained tho 
different manipulations, the frames of brood 
and bees being handed round, and although 
the crowd was composed of several ladies no 
one got stung, showing that the bees appre- 
ciated the fino day as much as the visitors, 
‘After explaining the method of spacing out 
tho combs in the supers, the uso of the ex- 
cluder, etc., the hive was closed up, and Mr 
Earp gave a short talk on foul brood. Luckily 
this waa only talk, as there was no specimen 
the apiary to be shown, but we think tho 
speaker fully convinced his hearers of the 
seriousness of this scourge to beekeepers. Аз 
though the bees knew that everything should 
be shown on a Feld Day, a swarm came off, 
and Mr Earp demonstrated the ease and sim- 
plicity of hiving a new swarm, after which 
an exhibition was given of taking honey from 
the hive, uncapping with the steam knife, 
and extracting. 


Tho next item on the pn е was after- 
noon tea, for which the writer for one was 
was quite ready After tea Mr Earp 0х 
plained and demonstrated the method of pack 
ing honey for export. 


Votes of thanks to Mr Earp (which brought 
forth three hearty cheers), tho ladies, (° 
provided tea), the secretary (Mr б, Colum. 
and Mr and Mrs Goodman brought n VAY 
enjoyable and profitable afternoon, and P$ 
first Field Day of the Clutha Valley Br 
of the National Beekeoper's Association, 

а close. 


Con tee ee 


hi 
Horowith please find sub, to Journal, w 
1 find most interesting, and, as 


ie 
man, congratulate you on your fine pr? 
tion —G. T. B., Dannevirke 
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Swarm Impulse; is it 
inherited ? 


By Arthur C. Miller. 


Queens from colls produced ander swarming 
conditions are among the best, but, unforti 
nately, there is a growing tendency to dest 
auch cells because someone said that 
produced then inherit, the swarming tendency 
Each season the statemont is repeated without 
any evidence in support of it. Tt м merely 
a part of current beliefs as to heredity, ond 
ів ад erroneous аз many others 

If queens produced thus were replaced with 
equally aa good ones, no fault є he fim 
for Ше only loss would be the labour of the 
keekeeper; but the specially reared queens’ 
are often inferior, due either to method of 
production or transportation. The result of 
the change is a mediocre colony until the 
queen is superseded, — "Superscdure celis" and 
“swarm cella" аге iden the conditions 
which produce one are present and oporitive 
when the other is produced. lt takes but 
little observation to see the condition of а 
colony superseding its queen. She is slacken 
ing her laying; there is a disproportionate 
number of nurses to larvæ, and queen matters 
generally are on the dowi grade. 

At swarming time we find the same relative 
Conditions, only with greater numbers nd 
more food present. In the first instance, U 
заш queen produces the condition. In the 
second, slackening of the queen is due to 
temporary exhaustion, or clogging of combs 
with broud and stores forces the slackening 
In each case the result is the same—queen 
cell production. 

Swarming by no means follows auperseduie 
dunng the flow (usual swarming time). Nor 
does an old quéen always resume her full duty 
in the new home. It is far from unusual for 
an old queen to be superseded soon after the 


colony is established in its new home. I have 
noted five such cases this season. In those 
instances, swarm impulse followed normal 


failure of the queen 


I may not have used as many thousands of 
vella as some of the craft, but I have used 
a good many since 1880; and | have never 
yet been able to detect any sign of inheri 
tance of swarm impulse from use of амали 
cells, 


my own and of other beekeepers 


lt is folly to discard Пас cells just bee 
they were built by a swarming colony. Doa't 
do it unless you really like to throw away 
time and money. 

Save the cells which you cut from colonies 
about to swarm, but do not think that by 
cutting them ont you are using the best 
method of stopping swarming. Of course, if 
You really enjoy digging through a big colony 
оп a hot day and doing it at intervals for 
some weeks, and to many colonies, why, 29 
ahead, War be it for me to interrupt your 
amusements. 


For my own part, 1 prefer to remove the 
queen, using her elsewhere, or destroying ber, 
ав І think best, Usually I then cut out or 
destroy all but two cells, leaving two of as 
nearly the same age as possible. Tf of the 
two cells left, oue is ready to hatch and ooe 
just ready to seal, swarming with the virgin 
is not unusual. When two cells of nearly the 
same age are leit, one is destroyed soon after 
the firat hatches, but. not so when one cell is 
very young or just started. Do noL ask me 
why—I have a theory, but am busy just now, 
and it is of no consequence, anyway—'tis the 
fact only which is of importance, 

Save the “swarming celle" if the in 
good. The queens will not inherit any swarm 
impulss. 

Providence, ВЛ. 


Beekeepers’ Exchange. 


ADVERTISEMENTS on this Page will be 
inserted at the rate of 3/- per 36 words 
per Insertion. 


BENTON CAPPINGS & COMB HONEY 
REDUCERS. 

Material for building these Machines is 
in short supply. Order now to avoid die- 
appointment. 

You топ no risks. Satisfaction guaran- 
teed, or your money refunded. 


Apply 
H. BENTON, 
Newstead, Featherston. 


BEE HIVE COVERS—No more hive 
covers blown of.  WATT'S SPRING 
CATCH FASTENING will keep them 
secure, Two pairs to cach hive; quick and 
handy; easily fastened; patent granted, 

WM. WATT, 
Lorne Street, 
Mataura, Southland. 


HATCH WAX PRESS.—In good order: 
has been used only two days. Price, £4. 
Carefully packed in original ease. We pur- 

keeping very few colonies in future: this 
ia reason for selling. 
DAVID CAMPBELL, 


Waiuku. 


Scene: The Gato of Heaven, 
Barker arrives, and knocks. 
appears. P.B.: Т suppose T am all right 
for admission, St. Peter? St. P.: What 
were you upon earth? P.B.: Beekeeper. 
St. P. y sorry, sir, but we have no bee- 
keepers here, P.B.: Excuse me, St. Peter, 
but T think there must be some mistake, 
becanse as I waa coming up the drive I saw 
Baines go through, and he was а beekeeper. 
St. P.: Baines! Baines! Oh, he was never 
а brekeeper; he only thought he was опе! 
Р, B. takes the first door on the left. 


President 
St. Peter 
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GOOD GRACIOUS, BOYS! 


What with influenza twice and the Christ- 
mas holidays accentuating the labour shortage, 
und all of you trying to svump me with 
crders, for a start for New Year | ought to 
be the happiest of mortals. 


Well, so 1 shall be if you will only possess 
your souls in patience until the orders can be 
overtaken. Some of them were four months 
behind, although long before you rend Unis 
those will al be filled, amd some semblauce 
of regularity will be the order of the day 


Now, see here boys. Some of you are 
ordering the Bartlett-Miller comb reducer to 
be paid for on delivery at your railway 
atatíon. Well, that аз all right, because 1 
cun consign by the Express Co, who will 
collect for me upon delivery; but when they 
charge 4s 6d commission you must wot start 
в blackguarding campaign on me, as at least 
two have already done, It you want to sè 
the goods before you pay up, I am perfectly 
willing, but if you are not to pay the collect- 
ing fee I must equalise it over all others— 
yoursolyes included—as it is not. fair to those 
who send cash with order, as far and away 
most of you have done 


Again, ] think yon wili allow that when 
a fellow telegraphs both for a reducer and 
a, telegraphic money order, he should have 
preference over, those, who pay on delivery 

he pay-on-delivery individual may change 
lis mind—as one has already done—before 
lus machine arrives, and I have to pay freight 
both ways for roth Again, at least ono 
pay-on-delivery individual "apparently docs 
not mean to pay at all. So you will allow 
that the chap who sends me the cash thereby 
deserves the prompter treatment of the two 


1 mention these facts because I have just 


received a complaint from а beekeeper up 
north of Auckland. Не aent me ап order 
for a machine, pay on delivery at 

station, Well and good. I promptly wrote 


him stating T could despatch his order a 
such and auch » date, The very next 
after replying to him brought a telegraph 
fuessaze and money order from another party, 
for delivery same railway station. Now, in 
replymg tò numb I had to make a 
guess at the time of delivery, and ia ocknow 
Isduing the telezraphed order I put date of 
aclivory à couple of days ahead of the pay 
on-delivery party 


ind 


пе I get а red-hot letter asking why Mr 
Corus, et Min muckine ahead of the 
complainant, who states that he knows h 
ordered his machine first, Босае it was he 
who sent away the wire 
for Mr 


Now, precedence in orders is sound 
dense, but so is the gond old motto, 
in the hand is worth two in the bush,” 
man pays me hard cask, and there is aw 
end of the business so für as bookkeeping 


goes, The other party, may--] do not ux 
he will but I have fn thle mol pay me al 
ull and to treat all orders, cash or cr. 


is to allow the energetic 

rouble vf wiring 
hus order and his money, to absolutely lose 
all (he reward of his better business acumen. 
I do not see the justice of it! I absolutely 
owe the cash individual а machine, but there 
is no legal responsibility apart from: business 
lononr in the сазе of the pay-on-delivory 
person regarding either of us. 


in strict rotat 


Others are paying me with an oier upon 


the Н.Р.А. against their honey, This method 
i амо Ad, right as the bank, in faot, but 
they must be classed with the pay-o 

men, and, for a few days perhaps, wai 


А | MANUFACTURER. 


n offset to the joy of lying abed with 
and receiving during а twelve days" 
confinement to ап order every single 
day, and on two days two orders, and on 
one day three—l6 orders in 12 days (and 
still they come}—just put these facts to the 
ether side of the ledger. 


THE JOYS OF 
As 


Now, there's une thing yet, Í must most 
heartily thank all and sundry for the kind 
replies to explanations of delay, and the warm 
sympathy expressed regarding my serious 
illness. Just keep sending orders along, boys, 
and the “Au” will be a blessing in disguise. 
By the time you read this we shall be about 
caught upon orders, and no delay will be 
‘experienced, 


HERE'S COOL CHEEK 


Bartlett-Millee has the cheek to put into 
print the statement that no comb melter 
inade of piping will ever prove a serious com; 
petitor io his invention, and, furthermore, 
ihat the first time a beekeeper bumps into 
а good crop of manuka koney a foul brood 

* will want (as at least four owners of pipe 
shines have already confessed (o hiin), to 
p the pipe melter and buy one that do 
the work the fastest, and, consequently, wit 
the least damage to the honey—that means a 
Partlett-Miller comb (noù merely capping) 
melter, 


‘THEN WHY 


NOT GET IT AT FIRST. 
reducer has (smallest, aize) over 
eleven square fect of melting surface without 
reckoning the area of the slope on which the 
honey slides to the gutter. Now, what, sized 
machine made of piping would you need to 
yield an area of auch size. In the larger 


machines now being manipulated for big pro- 


s| ducers this area ія enlarged to as much 


Le a ate RM RHET 
area out of the question 


24 «qu 
machin 


of sin 


Another fact tried ont by tho inventor oye? 
nine years ago is that steam under preasuró 
in a narrow pipe (say one-inch bore) is во 
hot where it enters the pipe as to consider 
ably darken the honey, through yielding op 
too much of its heat, and too speedily 93 


well, owing to the pressure, Again, steam 
loses ita efficient heat by the mere effect of 
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1ises into the tubes with an aleolute mis 
cf movement. So in 1909 | aband 
idea of the pipe constuction for ho 
duction. Physical science proved its impra 
ticability for best results 

Steam tholds 960 degress of Heat over tliat 
of boiling water. This means that as it his 


over four and a-half times as much extra 
D 


саб as boiling watel that is 
and a-half times as much 
boiling point as that volume of water from 
which the steam was generated, and m 
member that after that it would still beat 
Loiling heat itself 

Now, suppose we had steam at 100lb pres. 
sure, that steam would be, not 212 degrees 
hoi, which is the heat of boiling water, but 
338 degrees. This is termed its sensible h 
which would be shown by a tl 
A thermometer does not show latent heat 
‘This eteam at 100lb pressure kas not as much 
latent heat to yield to our honeycombs us 


could. rais 


steam just generated and at, no pressum. Tt 
has only 879 degrees of latest heat, as against 
966 degrees with no pressure. We therufo 


lose 87 degrees of latent heat to gain the 
difference of 126 degrees in tho steam at 


10010 pressure. Few would have thought that 
at this pressure we have in actnal usable heat 
only degress more than from steam 


venerated in the reducer itself with a primus 
lamp. The total usable heat of steam nut 
under pressure is 212 degrees (boiling ov 
sensible heat) and 966 degrees latent heat 
At 1001b pressure we have 338 degrees sen- 
sible heat, and only 179 degrees latent heat 

Now you understand why а steam boiler 
does aot melt houey so much faster, as you 
опсо thought it should, 

But, you say, there must be more heat 
in, say, 30 to 70 gallons of water m a boiler 
under 1001 pressure than in an oil-drum or 
B.-M.'s reducer with only about three gallons 
ої water! 

So there is, but of what ase in tho reduci 
is that extra’ volume (note—not temperature) 
of heat, when you have no area for it to 
spend itself apon? As Mr Pink remarked 
on page 11 of fast issue, ' The steam from the 
exhaust is as good as when it entered the 
melt,” Ме Pink further remarks: "And 
Т have never yet been able to discover а 
steam pipe in it that was cooler nt the 
bottom, as described hy H. B.-M., page 165, 
Gleanings, 1916." Note: It is not. ROM. re- 
ducer he used. 

Now, I have n very bigh opinion of Mr 
Pink, and am certam he will not mind me 
putting him on the vight track, First, 1 
aak what means did he take to test the dif 
ference in the heat in whatever sized tubes 
his melter contained? 

Because, if steam was not hottest the 
highest up, why do all boilers of amy size 
lake aem from а steam dome? "e ПМ 
reducer tubes are eight. inches deep, and 50 
grêat is the difference in heat as between 
lop and bottom that until the new patented 
type of tube was invented the wax solidified 
on the bottom corners of the tubes and im 


«| pi 


prisoned the Lqcified honey higher up 
leon thë tubes te a Kursku extent а, 
apart from the laws of Physics, this сше 

demonstration is proof enough of the truth 

that an &inch tuve losing heat is hotter— 

much hotter—above than below. 

‘Now, then, ec tis use in a comb 
educer of steain under pressure, (bat steam. 
is sensibly heated above: the Loling point of 
water and imparts cessive beat to our 
honey, to its great oration. Latent heat. 
is not converted into sensible heat beyoud the 
capacity of tha heated material to absorb it, 
and wax and honey, while they do consume 
some, are not thereby damaged as they are 
by consuming, sensible heat. With steam 
venerated in its own container we saw the 

ther of attending to a boiler, as a couple 
of gallors of water last a whale week's opera- 
tions, the condensed steam (stilt boiling water, 
remember) merely flowing down from the 
tubes to ce-obsorb its 966 degrees of latent 
leat and yield it again to the honey. Now, 
in a narrow tube, steam must perfonw be 
under some kind of pressure to more hort 
zontally, and that pressure, be it more or bo 
it less, means à harmful surplus of sensible 
heat, or it would not issue as stcam at the 
end. of the ti No steam issues from the 
В-М reducer's own boiling water until it 
is less than fully at work; then, of course, 
there is nothing to absorb it, just as a small 
reducer cancot absory all the heat from 
a boiler under pressure 

See here! ‘The fait is that nobody not 
possessed of a fairly good grip of Physics 
will ever (except by the most miraculous of 
accidents) invent a practical non-deteriomting 
comb-honey reducer. Although further (per 
Бара undramed-ol) improvementa may yet 
be made in reducing thick honey, 1 am 
strongly of opinion that B.-M. will be the 
iuventor of them Anyhow, he should be 
He has made about all kinds of patterns 


imaginable, and only discarded them with a 
very heavy heart when Sci 
impossibility of pr 
the honey or cha 


mee proved therr 
the darkening of 
ough. 

remarks, 
"t is impossible to imprison the houey in 
this kind of melter," and thus the honey is 
neither darker nor altered, jn constitution. 

DEMONSTRATION АТ RUAKURA 

L purpose demonstrating at Ruakura Field 
Day on the 12th inst, (by kind permission 
of the authorities there) the Bartlett-Miller 
wax and honey separator, which delivers the 
honey clear and fit for export. from the ВМ. 
reducer straight mto the export. сап 

Ме Pink will be fully corvinced as to 
absence oí specks if he will come along. à 

I am not quits sure of the date, but thia 
issue should contain the notice of the meet 
ing elsewhere. The 23-inch reducer is the 
size listed ns £8 18s Гот, Te Awamutu 
Station, 100 miles south of Auckland, and 
weighing with separator less than one hun- 
dredweight crated, Price includes separator- 
Larger machines are made for large producers, 
the price increasing in exact ratio to the 
melting area—via.: Jós per square foot of 
tube surface. Surely no pipe machine can 
be made of practical dimensions to include 
such am area? 
md orders to 
« BARTLETT BARTLETT. MILLER, 


1 К APIARIES, 
THOROCGHWORK RRIK T 
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Honey for Export 


We are Buyers of 
Honey Packed for Export 
at Highest Prices. 


‘EX GRADING STORE’, AUCKLAND 
Е .———— 


CREDIT NOTE and CHEQUE WITHIN 48 HOURS of the 
Grading of the Honey. 


Prices being paid being equal. to full value of best 
honey in the United Kingdom less shipping expenses. 


LRL 


ALL CONSIGNMENTS TAKEN DELIVERY OF BY 
US ON ARRIVAL AT AUCKLAND. 


€—— — O OOU 


Telegraphic Address —: ASPASIA,’ AUCKLAND. 


А. ©. PATERSON & Co., Ltd., 


No. 1 Custom St. West, Auckland. 


Owing to the impossibility of shipping any HONEY from New 
Zealand at the present time, it has been necessary for us to suspend 
our buying operations meantime. Owing to the absence of shipping 
facilities we cannot export, and consequently cannot buy for export, 


but as soon as it is possible to obtain shipment, we shall be Buyers 
on the above terms. 
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1920 SUPPLIES. 


You should see the 


H.P.A. Frame 


before ordering your 
Supplies for 1920... 


IT IS THE SIMPLEST AND BEST FRAME ON THE 
MARKET. 


It gathers no propolis. Does not kill bees like some Frames. 
Is better at extracting time. 

Mr, Lenz after 26 years bee-keeping pronounces it the best, 
Is used by all the commercial beekeepers in Taranaki. 
Is recommended by the Department. 

SHALL WE SEND YOU А SAMPLE FRAME? 


New Zealand Go-operative 
Honey Producers Assoc. 


LTD., 


STANLEY STREET — - AUCKLAND 
C.P.0. BOX 1293, 


Feb. lat, 1919 NZ, BEEKEEPERB'g JOURNAL. 


10 p.c. REDUCTION 
ON 


EXTRACTORS, MOTORS, 
and PUMPS. 


After being held up at various points for several months, Supplies 
arrived here 23rd December. А 


Orders оп hand have beeh executed, and we are now in а position 
to execute any furthur orders same day as reccived. 


Large Stock of the Famous ALLIANCE HIVES ready for delivery. 


Order Direct or from our Agent near you. 


<- 


ALLIANCE BOX CO., LTD. 


P.O. BOX 572 - - DUNEDIN 
(AGENTS EVERYWHERE). 


1918-19 PRICE-LIST 
f 


ITALIAN QUEENS. 


PRICES- 
1 2 3 4 5 

Untested 7/- 12/6 18/- 23/- 27/8 

Select Untested—1/- extra por Queen. 

Tested 12/- 21/. 98/6 37/6 45/- 

Select Tested 35/.  98/- 

Breeders 25/- 
Queens guaranteed freo from all disoase, nnd bred from Pure Stock, which have 

been selected for hardiness, disease-resisting, good working and non-swarming qualities, 

Ninety-five per cent. of Untested Qneons guaranteed purely mated. f 
TERMS.—Nett cash with order. Cheques to have exchange added, 


P.O. Order Office, Tapanui. 


Tested Queens for delivery from October Ist; 
20th to the end of Mareb, 1919, 


NOTE.—Owing to high cost of all mate 
s for larger quantities, 
—- 


POSTAL ADDRESS; 


R. STEWART, 


CROOKSTON, OTAGO. 
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Untested from about November 


, no reductions can be allowed on list 
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